
Battenkill 
Valley Health 
Center opens 

By MARY MILLER LEE 
Bennington County oow has a feder­

ally Qualified Health Center (fQHC) 
with the recent opening 01 the Banenkill 
Valley Health Center (BVHC) in Arling­
ton. Bennington County was the only 

OOIllltyin Vennont wiUtout a FQHC prior 
to the oJlening. Work on this Jlrojed 
began in 2010 with the formation of the 
BVHC Board, led by Arlington resident 
Mary Ann Carlson, and Dr. Michael 
Welther, Arlington family Practice srno 
practitioner. 

According to Carlson, the BVHC 
Board and Dr. Welther concluded ~the 
pre mise 01 a single Jlrimal)'-eare physi­
cian was no longer viable in the area.~ 
Rising costs and cuts in Medicare 
reimbursements were cited as the 
key contributors to the Jlroblem. After 
researching options, it was determined 
that the best alterllatr.oe was to go the 
route of creating a community health 
center and Jlursue FQHC status. 

After much hard work, the BVHCwas 
successful in achieving F'QHC status in 
2013, afte r their application had been 
denied twice due to lack of available 
federal funds. "The break came when 
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BVHC 10 haviOC f'OHC slItu, which oddt ... r...,.,iol 

;::::~~~~~~:::: viabjlily. A. an F'QHC, thtywill tete;'" 1, 01<,, 1 
~from 1 W. d ....... d Medicaid ,.;mbu ... " .. 1< at 

.. h,,,,,:t<I Illes, 25-30 p''''''"1 h;p.t lha..o too..: 
th. F. d •• om. up wit • • om. " . ... monty i. 
N",. mbtr, tOllond w' r, .. i.. d 0 C ... t 01 
$115 .000: Corl.o . .. id. n. led .. ol eront. 
"""pit<! with lund. raised lotoll)'.1IIOde til< new 
heollh .. nt .. 0 r",,~ly. 
Tbe8VHC;'I~~_IlIU~OtP­

.iEotiorL Ar;wrdinc to Cor""". po~'.l> will f<l 
'"""' """'" 10 heo/lIH:.ar<"rW:n. wilb. . fwr. 
on preven~ care. I. adoition 10 medic.oI Clr •• 
do.W W'. me ... 1 huhb and . u\lo....,. ••• 
.. n<i< •• Ire 01110 p"";dod- Th. 8VHC wi ll 01110 
sell pharrnor:cuticalo 10 polieM' 01 rt<luted prica. 

Th . ... vi' .. 01 th. BVHC ' " . .... il, bl. 10 
peopl. 01 11I., .. I,om I .rwh ... within Ben ' 
,illlllo. Coo,ty .. prdl ... oltb.i, l bility to Pl1 
or h .. llh i"".nct ... tUl. "Pa, t 01 ,,"r job i. 
to llelll peopl. who Ir. not i"".d .i(n up lor 
l.,utlnct . ... W1 II<lp tllem with the proc: .... 
noted CorlllOll, Tbe .. ... 11 ... pia" 10 do """. 
educotlonol outluch 10 make peopIo ....... 01 the 
_ I.dtil}' . nd w!IM it his 10011.,. 

I. odditlon to lodetll I ,ant """'ty; wt."h W1 
bt ""plied lor "Ilio, th.,o or. ol her 1Ie •• fit. 

without f'QIIC slal .. atCOIdinCIO c .. r ...... The 
w.. of p/laIma,,,,,li<oI. ,I ... prod ... f'"'''''' 
for the 8VHC. 

Anoth., buefil "I FQHC otot." ..t.l"ssinl 
1'" u",k or prinwy-co'" physi<ia .. H pt<ially in 
ru " I. !WI, i. the obiEily to lAp into the HoIicMW 
H ... ~h s..~. eorp.. WIlli< tll< ..... 0(1 ~ 

to do thi> _. Carl"", $Oid .... IYve ""' . .. to 
hire thoir pri....,..,. .. physOilu, who..,.101 &<1 
some or oil 01 their....tical education apenon 
paid for t". the ,.,..rnm .. t_ In .. turn. the phys~ 
cion mu.1 commit 10 . pIocem .. t of 3·$ 1< .... " 
Co rlso" odd.d,"SO ~I'<. nt of Ill. physicion. 
placed .. main in the community pIac ..... 

AntM:her F'QHC benefit"" Mure """siderot;"" 
i. lhal Ill< ,I.rIi<Cloo conle. an crate .. 1.llit. 
facilities ..,,..,..,. in Bonnin(lon Coun!): 

The IMIC i. located in the forme, Alli.rlon 
r amily P,odi« buUdin, . t , Church Strut in 
.l.rtirCIon. The 4S00-squo, .. Joot buikinthas been 
,. .... 10<1 and upt,oded 10 m •• t lbe ."e<I, of 
the 1M«: A<:cotdinIIO Cu i .... , the initial staff 
include. Dr. Weltlter. w~ is ..,.. .. emplo)u 

01 the 811HC 8oonl_ nu,," ptICulion . .. ond 
one rqUt • • td .u .... MditiOfloljobs to bt .... 
at.d ind od. a CEO 01 tb • •• li th ••• t.fl od a 
roed;"'1 di.etto., E ... t ... ll)'. d .... 1 hrtle.i,t. 
will be oddod. 

While I. de,a[ lund . ....... itita!, 'i(ni&anl 
IoooIluOO' ..... ,ai.ed t, lo0oi b.aiJIe ..... __ 
profit orpniwion .. od indMdu.oJ •. oW. lI' 110 
cratelullor tho luoo. peopIo ..... , ;... u." &old 
Corl_. lullll< , MtiJIc lIIat ' m;, is 0 """,murtitr­
based OtPniEation' Ont oltlle loy .upporte" 
;. Sou!bwr:1tem Vrrmont !IIt<i<aI Center (S\IHC). 
"'They _ 111. ",,",nLoll" 01 the BVHC lor tllei. 
polio.ls" oddod Corl_ 

Acr:ordi" to SVHC Pmlde.t ond CEO 1bornu 
Dee. "SVHC pnwidod Ilront 01 mll.ooo 10 h.1p 
..tabIi.h the BattcnkiliVaiIey HeoIlh Ce.ter u on 
f'QIIC boa ... we unOe .... od tile imporlsn<e 01 
,-,lot ptimary are in an undo~served region 
01 "", .. Mce ..... E>tabli.hi" . n rQIICin Be .. 
,"""on Coo,ty holps ""ure tbat ou,,,,,,,nty h .. 
"' .... to the wide .0". 01 •• rvice. on fQHC 
p.ovide •. • [lee lu, 1I10, added. "Tho imp .... d 
Mediare poy"",nts tbal C<HII. hom bti't on 
f'Q1IC . 1110 will holp '''ure tbat th. A,li'lton 
. od Sunderlaod pollion. 01 8enniftlton CoonI}' 
conti ... 10 hove occe .. to p.imary",re in the 
lutu •• , SVHC ......... """mined IOconrinuinllo 
",,,,ho;,h tho PQHC u it """"'. forward-" 

l.ocol bu.i .... ba, abo been .. ry .u~ 
with ",Ii"cton-hu. d Mod Moldi" pledginl 
$150.000. · M>ry .... n Carl_ .. d Don Kendall. 
Mod;', em oro:! pr .. iden~ ~ IonI been oIli •• 
"iod regardi' l commUDit)' ._ll: .. ld ~ 
()rid r"",nciol Oftice. ~nc. Bel ..... "Tbey 
both belieoe lIIat tdllClltion and hea_h .... ore I t 
the heart 01 III)'comm".il;)'. Thot pili""""", ba. 
.. Mdu the I,,"ndation lor Mad', pIIilonth""", 
.... the post 90 1Urs and will contin,," to lIlido 
.. in tho luture' noted Bel ..... 

--~ D,. MkllHI W.ltll .. will 1M 11M prim •• y· 
ur. plly.ici.n in III . n . w BaU. nkili 
V.II. y H .. IIII ( enIO', The BVH( will be 
1 .... IN ln III ....... buildinll On Church 
Slrnl in A,l inlllO n lh. l Weh he, ', 
Arlln\l1on F.mlly P,.<tke wuloca1ed In. 

"The BVIIC i. poll,,"latl)' .. ti.l)inc: in lIIat it 
will di.ectly 11<111 not onl)' the communil}' . t lo'l". 
but a[ ... . 1I)' 0/ OIl' ,,,,,,,,,,,,"s, brine .. h;p.quo!· 
iI}', .rrordabi. primary W ', deDIII .... , Iaw-<:ost 
.,.....;"tion druc' and menlll-Mohh """OU~OC 
to til< or ... ' oddod Bel ..... 

Th. BVHC i •• 1'0 • • jorinl.ommunity ,up­
port. The Arliqton Comm .. ity Public H .. llh 
Nuni'l So"", . .... don.ted SSO.OOO ond pia .. 
t" dotr>t •• noth .. ns.OOO, Contribution. 110m 
i,di.iduol, "'I' Iron peo pl' 't hot h_ •• 
don_ted 0 <ouple doll . .. t" "" <ouple who 
ba. I ;'" $£0.00II" Jlid CarillOn. • 
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