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Mack hits the Spot with new vision screening device

By Patrick McArdle
STAFF WRITER - Published: October 16, 2011

ARLINGTON — Mack Molding has been contracted to manufacture Spot, a vision
testing device geared toward children, which was used Thursday at Fisher
Elementary School to screen young students for vision problems.

The handheld, wireless device can scan a child’s eyes in less than one second for
common vision problems like nearsightedness, farsightedness, blurred vision,
physical abnormalities and unequal pupil size. For most of the Fisher students, the
whole screening took place in about 10 to 20 seconds, from the time they sat down
in front of the tester until the test was complete.

Jeff Somple, president of northern operations for Mack Molding, said the manufacturer was already
making Spot devices for Florida-based PediaVision. Mack makes some of the parts in Arlington but also
manages the coordination with 35 other vendors and assembles the final product.

“This is our first vision device. We’ve done other medical devices but this is the first time we’ve gotten
involved in something that does vision screening,” he said.

Somple pointed out that because Spot is a handheld device, it also provides Mack a chance to make
other similar products for use in the medical field.

On Thursday, Spot was making its local debut as vision screenings were offered for every student from
the pre-kindergarten class through fifth grade.

“It’s really exciting. I was just talking to the school nurse earlier and she said that normally, to do a vision
screening for a child, it takes an average of 10 minutes. This will take probably 10 seconds,” he said.

Because the device uses a scanner, the screenings are not dependent on the subjective opinions of the
patient. Children especially may have a hard time interpreting their vision for a medical professional.

“All they have to do (for a Spot screening) is look and smile. … It’s really a neat device and it’s so helpful
especially when you get it to kids this age,” Somple said.

C.K. Chorley, a sales representative who conducted most of the screenings, said several Spot devices
were already in use for children across the country although it can be used by people of all ages.

“The reason we focus on children a lot is because there’s a lot of kids that haven’t had care. Twenty-five
percent of children in schools have vision issues and of those 25 percent only 10 percent of those actually
have glasses so it’s a huge problem and it needs to be addressed,” he said.
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Cassidy Pickering, a second-grader
at Fisher Elementary School in
Arlington, has her vision screened
by C.K. Chorley of PediaVision.
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PediaVision’s literature cites a 2010 study that found healthy children were better learners.

The results of scans conducted at a school would typically be given to the school nurse who would then
get it to parents, according to Chorley. The scan provides information that parents could present to an
optometrist or ophthalmologist for follow-up care.

Somple said another benefit to Thursday’s screening was that it gave people in the community an insight
into some of the work being done at Mack.

“Sometimes we forget that people don’t really know what we do in that big building up on the hill there
and this is a way of opening up and opening the doors a bit and saying, ‘This is the type of product we
do.’ It’s exciting. It’s high-tech work (and) it’s medical work,” he said.
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